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Human Rights Update West Papua –January 2020 
covering October - December 2019 

 
Summary 

The last quarter of 2019 was 
dominated by the aftermath of 
the Papua-wide anti-racism riots 
that took place throughout 
August and September 2019 and 
the exacerbation of the armed 
conflict in the central highlands. 
The trials in relation to the anti-
racism riots and the subsequent 
political prosecutions during the 
previous quarter have been 
launched. Some lawyers 
attempted to raise criminal 
procedure violations in pre-trial 
hearings – none of the pre-trial 
hearings were successful. The 
statistics clearly reflect the 
continuing prosecution of 
political activists, as Government authorities keep on restricting civil society space for peaceful protest, freedom 
of assembly, media freedom and freedom of expression in West Papua. While the number of arrests have 
significantly decreased compared to the third quarter, the figure is still considerably high and the main reason 
is that the 1st December, which many indigenous Papuans regard as the ‘Papuan Independence Day’, was 
marked by a high number of political arrests and treason charges against indigenous Papuans participating in 
the commemorations.  
The Government deployed additional security forces in the central highlands and launched two operations 
against the West Papua National Liberation Army (TPN-PB) in the regencies of Lanny Jaya and Intan Jaya in 
December 2019. Representatives of the police and the Indonesian military (TNI) argue that the security force 
presence should guarantee safety and order in these regencies.  Observations by human rights defenders and 
local media indicate the opposite. Shortly after the security force deployments, armed clashes occurred in the 
regencies. They resulted in the displacement of indigenous peoples in the areas. The number of indigenous 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) is currently not known. In Lanny Jaya, the security force raids allegedly caused 
the deaths of two Papuan men while seven houses were set on fire. The raid in Intan Jaya reportedly proceeded 
without civilian fatalities. Human rights defenders report that the ongoing military operation in Nduga has cost 
the lives of 238 indigenous civilians between 4 December 2018 and 31 December 2019 – they were killed or 
displaced and died due to sickness, malnutrition, hypothermia or exhaustion. All cases of extra-judicial killings 
throughout the reporting period except one occurred in the context of the armed conflict. 
 

Read what UN mechanisms observe and recommend regarding human rights in West Papua. 
 

The information in this report is collected by local human rights defenders. As human rights defenders face hostile working conditions 
and legal aid services are lacking in remote areas, this compilation of cases cannot be regarded as complete. 

 
Update on security force operation in Nduga Regency – death toll estimated at 238 since December 
2018 
A Coalition of human rights defenders for Nduga had documented a total number of 182 civilian fatalities 
between 4 December 2018 and 31 July 2019, consisting of 21 adult females, 69 adult males, 21 female minors, 

Number of victims Q1 
’19 

Q2 
‘19 

Q3 
‘19 

Q4 
‘19 

Extra-judicial executions or killings 6 6+1 19 4+5 
Torture / Ill-treatment 14 29 83 7 
Assaults against / obstruction of journalists - - 4 1 
Violations of right to health (victims) 63 - > 60 9 
Violations against / obstruction of HRD 3 - 2 1 
Violations of Free Prior Informed Consent 
(FPIC) 

- - 4 - 

Non-political arbitrary arrests 4 1 750 - 

Political arrests 14 3 437 156 
Treason charges (106 & 110 KUHP)  3 - 22 32 
Violations of the right to fair and impartial 
trial & independence of judges 

1 3 - 1 

Internally displaced persons (Conflict)  > 5,000 > 1,500 N/A 

Internally displaced persons (natural 
disasters) 

5,000 - - - 

  

http://www.humanrightspapua.org/resources/187-intlobservations
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20 male minors, 14 female toddlers (below the age of 5 
years), 12 male toddlers, 17 female and 25 male babies. 
Another thousands of indigenous people from Nduga have 
been internally displaced. Human rights defenders had 
documented and verified the cases in cooperation with 
local church congregations, humanitarian workers and 
refugees from the Nduga Regency. An updated figure of 
fatalities was later published by a voluntary humanitarian 
aid team for internally displaced persons in Wamena, 
according to which 238 indigenous victims from Nduga 
died between 4 December 2018 and end of December 
2019. These figures do not include fatalities of victims in IDP shelder locations. The armed conflict in the Nduga 
Regency has been ongoing for more than one year, preventing indigenous IDPs to return to their villages. The 
IDPs feel forgotten and neglected by the Government, as they continue to face challenges in accessing food, 
healthcare services and education.     
On 9 October 2019, a joint rescue team went to the Nduga Regency in search of five persons who were missing 
since 20 September 2019. Team members discovered a grave which was camouflaged with tree branches, moss, 
grass and leaves. They found outdoor stoves, socks, canned food, as used by the Indonesian army, and bullet 
casings in an abandoned camp near the grave. The grave was partly excavated. The victim’s relatives were able 
to identify the body as one of the missing persons, named Hardius Bugi (15 years). The team concluded that the 
bodies of the other disappeared persons were buried in the same site. 
On 20 December 2019 military members allegedly shot dead Hendrik Lokbere inside his pick-up truck. Prior to 
the incident, armed clashes between TNI and the TPN-PB occurred near the site of crime. According to the co-
driver, military members fired a shot breaking the windshield and hitting Mr Lokbere inside the vehicle. 
Subsequently, the military members pulled him outside the vehicle and reportedly executed him next to his pick-
up truck. 

Read more details on the excavation here 
Read more details on alleged execution here 

 
Update on Anti-racism Protests – 93 protestors and activists charged throughout September and early 
October 2019  
The police pressed criminal charges against 93 protestors and activists due 10 October 2019. All prosecutions 
occurred within a timeframe of less than two months. The number excludes a series of arrests in Jakarta in early 
September 2019. The prosecutions occurred in response to anti-racism riots in the Papuan cities of Jayapura, 
Manokwari, Sorong, Waghete, Wamena and violent clashes between police forces and Papuan students in 

Waena, a suburb of Jayapura. 
The police arrested seven leaders of the political pro-independence 
movements ‘West Papua National Committee’ (KNPB) and the ‘United 
Liberation Movement for West Papua’ (ULMWP), claiming that the activists 
acted as ‘masterminds’ of the Papua-wide anti-racism protests. ULMWP 
member, Buchtar Tabuni and the KNPB members Agus Kosay, Fery Kombo, 
Alexander Gobay, Steven Itlai, Hengki Hilapok and Irwanus Uropmabin 
were charged with treason and temporarily detained in Jayapura. On 4 
October 2019, the police transferred the seven activists from Jayapura to 
East Kalimantan, arguing that the security situation in West Papua would 
not allow smooth legal proceedings of the cases. The police also pressed 
criminal charges against 13 Papuan students in relation to outbreaks of 

violence during a student protest in Waena on 23 September 2019, which resulted in the death of four students 
and one security force member. Six of them were charged with multiple articles on treason, mayhem and 

Rescue team during excavation of alleged mass grave 
discovered in the Nduga Regency  

 
Member of the ULMWP Council 
Committee, Mr. Buchtar Tabuni  

http://www.humanrightspapua.org/
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/508-human-rights-defenders-find-grave-in-nduga-regency-evidence-points-to-involvement-of-indonesian-military-members
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/526-military-members-allegedly-execute-papuan-driver-in-nduga-regency
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incitement. One of the suspects named Assa Asso has been additionally charged with treason. Health care 
institutions and education facilities in the regencies Jayawijaya and Yahukimo became inoperative after the 
riots because non-Papuan health workers and teachers were afraid of further violent outbreaks.   
 

Read case narrative on anti-racism riot in Wamena here 
Read about post-riot situation in regencies Yahukimo and Jayawijaya here  

 
2019 Press Freedom Index in Papua lowest in Indonesia 
A national survey on press freedom came to the result that the province of Papua has the lowest Press Freedom 
Index (PFI) in Indonesia for 2019. According to the survey, the highest level of press freedom exists in the province 
of Central Sulawesi with a PFI of 84.84 out of a maximum score of 100. The PFI in the province of Papua in 2019 
reached an index of only 66.56 - the lowest among all 34 provinces in Indonesia. The low score is based on 
various observations. Cases of physical restrictions, obstruction and threats against journalists still pose a 
common threat to journalists in West Papua. Moreover, journalists in Papua have a lower income in comparison 
with their colleagues in other parts of Indonesia. A further factor affecting the low PFI score in Papua is the 
limited access for foreign journalists to the province. 

Read more details 
 
Police arrests 19 protesters during peaceful assembly in Nabire 
One-thousand-two-hundred students from Meepago, one of the seven 
customary regions in West Papua, have interrupted their studies in other 
Indonesian cities and returned to their homes because they feared more 
racism-motivated attacks after the incidents in multiple Javanese cities 
in mid-August 2019. The students built a refugee post in the Papuan town 
of Nabire in early September. Around 720 students gathered at the 
refugee post for almost two months. As repeated attempts to discuss 
their situation with local government representatives failed, the students 
organised a peaceful demonstration on 4 November 2019. The Nabire 
police arrested a total number of 19 students in various parts of the city. 
All students were later released without charges, after the chairwoman 
of the local parliament negotiated with the local district police chief. 

Read more details 
 

Cyberattacks aimed to prevent publication of new report on Papuan political prisoners  
The non-profit web host ‘GreenNet’ was subjected to two cyber-attacks on 
22 and 23 November 2019. The attacks were categorised as Distributed 
Denial of Service (DDoS). Such attacks aim to overwhelm the servers with 
millions of requests until they run out of capacity and become unavailable. 
According to GreenNet both attacks lasted for exactly one hour, indicating 
that they were "DDoS for hire". A forensic examination found strong 
circumstantial evidence that the cyber-attacks aimed to prevent the publication of a new report on Papuan 
political prisoners and detainees throughout 2018 and 2019 by ‘Papuans Behind Bars’ (PBB). 
According to PBB, from January 2018 until October 2019 there have been 99 West Papuan political 
prisoners/detainees. In 2018, PBB documented 26 political prisoners detained in West Papua: 25 West Papuans 
and one Polish national. The majority of the West Papuan detainees were charged with possession of firearms, 
although two among them were charged with treason. 2019 shows a significant increase in treason charges: 22 
compared to 5 in 2018. Out of the total of 27 treason charges during 2018 and 2019, 25 were arrested for taking 
part in peaceful assembly and political protests. Three treason suspects were arrested in 2018 while carrying 
out a traditional cooking feast and praying ceremony at the Timika office of the West Papua National Committee 

Target of recent cyberattacks – Papuans 
Behind Bars 

 
Papuan students listening to the 
instructions by a local MP and a police 
representative prior to their release     

http://www.humanrightspapua.org/
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/502-update-riot-in-wamena-chronology-of-events-and-consequences-of-the-riot
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/507-anti-racism-riot-in-wamena-affect-education-and-medical-services-in-the-regencies-jayawijaya-and-yahukimo
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/509-2019-press-freedom-index-in-papua-province-lowest-in-indonesia
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/510-1-200-papuan-students-return-to-meepago-area-police-arrests-19-protesters-during-peaceful-assembly-in-nabire
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(KNPB). Meanwhile, the 22 treason suspects in 2019 were arrested for taking part in political protests during 
the August-September period. 

Download full report here 
Read more details about cyberattacks here  

  
Military members kill indigenous Papuan and injure three others in Tolikara Regency 

A group of military members reportedly shot dead a Papuan student named Lemitur Wandik on 9 November 2019 
in the highland town of Karubaga, Tolikara Regency. Three of Lemitur’s friends were injured during the incident. 
One of them, Yakoka Wandik, was taken into custody at the Tolikara District Police station. Residents had called 
the military personnel to settle a dispute between migrant traders and a group of indigenous Papuans. According 
to witness reports, Lemitur Wandik and his friends were not involved in the dispute. They tried to escape in 
panic as the military members released warning shots to disperse the crowd. Subsequently, the soldiers took 
aimed shots at Lemitur and his friends, assuming that the young men were the perpetrators. 

Read more details 
 

Update on trials after racist assaults on Papuan students and subsequent anti-racism riots in West 
Papua  
Three months after the Papua-wide anti-racism riots, a series of trials and arrests occurred in various cities of 
Indonesia. The trials against defendants who had allegedly participated in the anti-racism riots illustrate the 
wide-spread problem of torture during police custody. In Surabaya, a trial against the three defendants Syamsul 
Arifin, Tri Susanti (aka. Mak Susi) and Ardian Andiansah was launched at the Surabaya district court. The three 
defendants are accused of spreading hate speech with racist content. Tri Susanti and Ardian Andiansah were 
additionally charged for alleged violation of the Electronic Information and Transaction Law (ITE Law). The 
Surabaya District Police also pressed criminal charges for alleged violation of the ITE law and incitement against 
Indonesian human rights lawyer Veronica Koman and issued an international warrant for her. Ms Koman is 
currently living in exile in Australia. The new coordinating Minister for Political, Law and Security Affairs, Mahfud 
MD, stated that he has entered into communication with the Australian Government, demanding the extradition 
of Veronica Koman.  
In early November, court trials were launched against 16 defendants who had allegedly participated in acts of 
vandalism during the anti-racism riot in Jayapura on 29 August 2019. On 20 November 2019, the panel of judges 
decided to stop the criminal proceeding against Imanuel Hubi, because he was under the age of 18 years. The 
decision was ruled against the public prosecution’s objection, claiming that dental and other medical 
examinations indicated that Imanuel Hubi’s biological age was older than 18 years. Throughout early December, 
various witnesses presented by the public prosecution were examined at court. The examination revealed logical 
inconsistencies in the witness reports. The defendants’ lawyers raised doubts regarding the truth of the 
testimonies of two police officers who incriminated multiple defendants at court. A defendant named Pandra 
Wenda stated that police officers tortured him and five other arrestees and forced them to sign confessions. 
Meanwhile, two further trials in relation to the Exodus Student Riot in Jayapura on 23 September 2019 have 
begun. Nine defendants are accused of participating in the clashes between students and security force 
members, resulting in injuries among several police officers as well as the death of four students and a military 
member. 
Seven Papuan political leaders were charged with articles 106 and 110 KUHP on treasonous acts and are 
currently awaiting trial. The police claim that the defendants were the master minds behind the Papua-wide 
anti-racism riots throughout August 2019. On 4 October 2019, the police transferred the activists from Jayapura 
City to Balikpapan, East Kalimantan. On 16 December 2019, the police submitted the case files and evidence to 
the public prosecution. The Supreme Court has appointed the Balikpapan District Court in East Kalimantan 
Province to process the case. The seven political activists demand that the trial shall be held in West Papua and 
threatened to go on hunger strike if the trial takes place in Kalimantan. 

http://www.humanrightspapua.org/
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/images/docs/PBB-Jan-2018-Oct-2019-Nov2019.EN_.web_.pdf
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/519-recent-cyber-attacks-believed-to-suppress-publication-of-new-report-on-papuan-political-prisoners
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/513-military-members-kill-indigenous-papuan-and-injure-three-others-in-tolikara-regency
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In Indonesia’s capital Jakarta, two trials in relation to the ant-racism protests are taking place. In early December 
several Indonesian NGOs filed a law suit against the Ministry of the State Secretary and the Ministry of 
Communication and Information Technology to the State Administrative Court in Jakarta. The NGOs argue that 

the Government institutions did not have a legal foundation for ordering the 
shut down or throttling of the internet as they had done in West Papua in 
late August and September 2019. It is the first trial of this kind and its 
outcome is supposed to set a precedent for Indonesia. Meanwhile, a trial 
against six Pro-Papua activists was launched at the Central Jakarta District 
Court on 19 December 2019. They have been charged with treason and 
conspiracy as stipulated under articles 106 and 110 (1) KUHP. The trial will 
proceed on 2 January 2020. In early November, the six defendants filed a 
request for a pre-trial. The lawyers argue that police officers violated 
criminal procedures during arrest and detention. They criticised a variety of 
breaches, among them conducting the arrests without showing a warrant, 
obstructing the defendants’ lawyers and intimidating defendant’s family 

members. The judge rejected the defendants’ pre-trial application on 10 December 2019, arguing that the pre-
trial petition was “formally and materially flawed”. 
In Nabire, the trials against nine defendants who had participated in the August anti-racism protests in Waghete, 
Deiyai Regency, began on 5 December 2019. All defendants had sustained bullet injuries as security forces 
forcefully dispersed the crowd. The police pressed charges against the protestors as they were still hospitalised. 
The trial will proceed on 8 January 2020. 
On 26 November 2019, a trial against Papuan activist Septi Meidodga was launched at the Manokwari District 
Court. Septi Meidodga is charged for alleged violation of the ITE Law for commenting on the racist assault 
against the Papuan students on Facebook. 
The police investigations into the anti-racism riots in Wamena on 23 September 2019 are still ongoing. In late 
October 2019, the Jayawijaya District Police had launched investigations against 19 suspects. Two female 
suspects, stated that they were intimidated, threatened and sexually harassed during police custody in Wamena 
and Jayapura. The Jayawijaya District Police released two suspects from custody after lawyers could proof that 
their age was still under 18 years. 

Read first update on trials here  
Read second update on trials here 

 
Lawyers express concern regarding health condition of political detainees 

Lawyers expressed concerns over detention conditions of several Papuan political detainees in Jakarta and 
Jayapura. A group of lawyers claimed that the conditions during custody at the Salemba Detention facility in 
Jakarta (Rutan Salemba Jakarta) affect the health of six pro-independence activists. The lawyers expressed 
particular concern about political activist Surya Anta Ginting, whose health condition reportedly deteriorated 
after 26 November 2019. According to the lawyers, Mr Ginting and the five Papuan detainees suffered fever 
attacks, stomach ache, chills and difficulties to breathe due to the lack of air circulation inside the detention 
cells. The lawyers claimed that the doctor only talked to the detainee but did not conduct a physical examination 
of the patient. Lawyers in Jayapura also raised concerns regarding conditions of nine detainees at the Papua 
Regional Police detention facility. The number of detainees exceeds the capacities of the detention facility, 
forcing them to sleep in shifts. They were arrested during the clash between students and police officers in 
Waena on 23 September 2019.  

Read more details 

 
Commemoration of ‘Papuan Independence Day’ – 115 Papuans reportedly arrested, 31 charged with 
treason 

 
Six political activists charged with 
treason standing trial at the Central 
Jakarta District Court 

http://www.humanrightspapua.org/
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/516-update-on-trials-and-detentions-after-anti-racism-riots
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/525-second-update-on-trials-and-detentions-after-anti-racism-riots-in-west-papua
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/518-lawyers-express-concern-regarding-health-condition-of-papuan-political-detainees
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Human rights defenders and local media outlets reported a total of 115 
arrests in the regencies of Merauke, Sorong, Manokwari, Jayapura and 
Fakfak in relation to commemorations of 1st December, which many 
indigenous Papuans regard as the ‘Papuan Independence Day’. The 
police reportedly pressed treason charges against 31 arrestees. In 
Jayapura, the police summoned two leaders of the United Liberation 
Movement for West Papua (ULMWP). Four Papuan students were 
arrested in Jayapura during the Sunday worship because they brought 
Morning Star flags to the church. The police arrested further 34 Papuans 
in Sentani.  Fourteen of them were released due to lack of evidence. The 
police reportedly pressed treason charges against the other 20 suspects. 
They were released from detention but have to report daily to the police 

as investigations against them are ongoing. In Sorong, police arrested eleven persons on 3 December 2019 for 
allegedly raising the Morning Star flag on a hill near the city centre. According to TAPOL, the police pressed 
treason charges against the suspects. The arrests in Fakfak Regency took place in multiple villages and were 
allegedly accompanied by violence against the arrestees. It is currently not known whether the arrestees in 
Fakfak had access to legal counsel during detention and if the police pressed charges against them.  

Read more details  

 
Military operation in Lanny Jaya claims lives of two indigenous villagers and causes internal 
displacement 

On 2 and 4 December 2019, the Indonesian Military Infantry (TNI-AD) 
forces launched attacks against the TPN-PB in the regency of Lanny Jaya 
near Timonikime Village. The military members reportedly searched 
multiple houses in Timonikime. According to information on ELSHAM 
Papua’s website, seven houses were burnt to the ground and two 
indigenous villagers named Abokman Tabuni and Diron Tabuni were 
killed during the raid. Indigenous Papuans from the villages Timonikime 
and Manggalome reportedly fled to the surrounding forests because 
they feared repressive acts by the military members. The total number 
of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in relation to the incident is 
currently not known. 

Read more details 
 
Special force members intimidate human rights defender in the town of Nabire 

The head of the Justice, Peace and Integrity Office of the Papuan Tabernacle Church (JPIC Kingmi Papua), Mr 
Yones Douw, has been subjected to acts of intimidation. Two members of the military special force division 
‘Kopassus’ belonging to the Maleo Regiment came to his house in the Papuan town of Nabire on 7 December 
2019 and questioned him about his work and plans to commemorate the global Human Rights Day. Yones Douw 
understood the visit as an attempt of intimidation. The officers also sought information about Yones Douw’s 
family. One of the Kopassus members asked Mr Douw directly how many children he has. Mr Douw decided not 
to respond to the question as he feared for the safety of his children. Meanwhile, the other military asked a 
group of children whether Mr Douw was regularly going to church and which of them were Mr Douw’s children. 

Read more details 

 
Update on treason trial against Polish citizen – Supreme court raises sentence to 7 years 

Arrestees during joint security force 
operation in Warpa Village, Fakfak   

Indonesian military forces during security 
force operation in Lanny Jaya 

http://www.humanrightspapua.org/
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/517-commemoration-of-papuan-independence-day-104-papuans-reportedly-arrested-at-least-20-charged-with-treason
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/520-military-operation-in-lanny-jaya-claims-the-lives-of-two-indigenous-villagers-and-causes-internal-displacement
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/521-special-force-members-intimidate-human-rights-defender-in-nabire
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On 14 January 2019, the trial against Polish citizen Jakub Fabian 
Skrzypski and indigenous Papuan defendant Simon Magal was launched 
in Wamena. Bothe were charged with the articles 106 and 110 of the 
Indonesian Criminal Code (KUHP) on treason for allegedly closing a deal 
over fire arms TPN-PB. The judges found both men guilty. Mr Skrzypski 
was sentenced to five years, Mr Magal to four years imprisonment. The 
defendants and the public prosecutor both filed an appeal against the 
verdict to the Supreme Court in May 2019. The Supreme Court has now 
ruled that Skrzypski’s imprisonment sentence shall be raised to seven 
years. The supreme court’s verdict regarding the case of Simon Magal 
is still pending. 

Read more details  
 
Police officer ill-treats Papuan journalist in Dekai, Yahukimo Regency  
The JUBI journalist, Piter Lokon, was allegedly ill-treated by members of the police in the town of Dekai on 18 
December 2019. According to Jubi, Piter Lokon was covering a protest as a police officer hit him with his rifle 
butt on the hand and the waist. The bruises that Piter Lokon sustained during the attack had to be treated at the 
Dekai General Hospital. The journalist stated that he had shown his press card to the police officer. Nevertheless, 
the officer attacked Mr Lokon and subsequently seized his camera, a notebook and a mobile phone which he 
was carrying in a traditional net bag. 

Read more details 
 
Police officers open fire at house in Yahukimo Regency – two residents sustain bullet injuries 

On 20 December 2019, multiple vehicles of the Police Mobile Brigade Special Unit (Brimob) and the Yahukimo 
District Police reportedly approached a residential house in the town of Dekai, as Fetrik Nepsan and Lefinus 
Saram were sitting on the porch in front of the house. Relatives claimed that the police officers instantly fired 
at both men, without releasing warning shots or giving instructions. Fetrik Nepsan and Lefinus Saram both 
sustained serious bullet injuries and had to be hospitalised at the Yahukimo General Hospital. The Yahukimo 
District Police did not give any reason for the shooting to the relatives. Both victims are heavily guarded by police 
officers during the inpatient treatment at the hospital. The victim’s relatives reportedly requested a transfer to 
a hospital in Jayapura and the Yahukimo District Police allegedly rejected the request. 

Read more details  
 

Security force operation in highland regency Intan Jaya during 
Christmas – indigenous villagers flee their homes 

A further security force operation was launched in the highland 
regency of Intan Jaya. A few days before Christmas, police and 
military helicopters deployed additional military units to Intan Jaya, 
after armed clashes between the TNI and the TPN-PB on 17 December 
2019 resulted in the death of two TNI members. Human rights 
defenders and news outlets reported that people from the indigenous 
villages Wayasiga, Bulapa, Kulapa, Yoparu, Wabui, Ugimba and 
Ndugusiga have fled their villages as a result of the armed clashes 

and the heavy military presence in the area. The total number of IDPs is currently not known. According to 
information received, the military members searched houses and occupied the school facilities of the Catholic 
Primary School SD YPPK Titigi to accommodate soldiers. 

Read more details  

 

Defendants Jakub Skrzypski and Simon 
Magal during trial at the Jayawijaya District 
Court 

 
Military helicopters bringing additional troops 
to Sokopaki airport, Intan Jaya 

http://www.humanrightspapua.org/
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/524-update-on-treason-trial-against-polish-citizen-supreme-court-raises-sentence-to-7-years
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/523-police-officer-ill-treats-journalist-in-dekai-yahukimo-regency
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/527-police-officers-open-fire-at-house-in-yahukimo-regency-two-residents-sustain-bullet-injuries
https://www.humanrightspapua.org/news/31-2019/528-security-force-operation-in-highland-regency-intan-jaya-during-christmas-indigenous-villagers-flee-their-homes
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Download 4th Quarterly Report 2018 here 

Download 1st Quarterly Report 2019 here 
Download 2nd Quarterly Report 2019 here 
Download 3rd Quarterly Report 2019 here 

 

Download ICP Human Rights Report 2017 here 
Read more biennial reports or subscribe to our mailing list at www.humanrightspapua.org 

 

 

 

 

About the ICP: The International Coalition for Papua (ICP) of faith-based and civil society organisations works 
to address the serious human rights situation in West Papua and supports a peaceful solution to the conflict 
there. The Coalition together with its partners supports advocacy work and networking at the international 
level for Papua as a land of peace and documents human rights violations in the region in cooperation with 
local sources. The ICP recognises all human rights and their fulfilment through active participation of civil 
society. Therefore, the Coalition sees the need to support partners striving for the recognition of basic human 
rights and seeking peaceful solutions to the implementation of the right to self-determination. The Coalition 
supports all human rights including the freedom to express political opinions peacefully, the right to self-
determination and the critical role of human rights defenders in a peaceful transformation of the ongoing 
conflict. 
 

 

ICP Secretariat, Rudolfstrasse 137, 42285 Wuppertal, Germany,  
Tel: +49 202 89004-170, Email: icp@humanrightspapua.org 

http://www.humanrightspapua.org/
http://www.humanrightspapua.org/images/docs/Human%20Rights%20Update%20West%20Papua%20January%202019.pdf
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